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This game is largely for fun, but also serves to help change the way the kids think 
about the word Judge.  Because the Biblical judges were mighty warriors and not 
robed men in courtrooms flanked by officers, there is some educating needed there.  
This game is fun and helpful, but skippable. 
 
 
Take care in placing clothes pins appropriately.  

2 



Judges 2:7 
So the people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of 
the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the 
Lord which He had done for Israel.  
 
Judges 2:10 
When all that generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation 
arose after them who did not know the Lord nor the work which He had done for 
Israel. Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and served the 
Baals; and they forsook the Lord God of their fathers, who had brought them out of 
the land of Egypt; and they followed others gods from among the gods of the people 
who were all around them, and they bowed down to them; and they provoked the 
Lord to anger. 
 
Judges 2:15  
Whenever they went out, the hand of the Lord was against them for calamity, as the 
Lord had said, and as the Lord had sworn to them. And they were greatly distressed. 
 
Judges 2:16  
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Then the Lord raised up judges who delivered them out of the hand of those who 
plundered them. 
 
God appointed leaders called judges. Judges were not kings; they were more like an 
umpire in a baseball game. They made decisions that helped bring peace and justice 
to the people. They were also leaders who led the people in battle against  
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Judges 2:19-22 “And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, that they reverted 
and behaved more corruptly than their fathers, by following other gods, to serve 
them and bow down to them. They did not cease from their own doings nor from 
their stubborn way. Then the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel; and He said, 
“Because this nation has transgressed My covenant which I commanded their fathers, 
and has not heeded My voice, I also will no longer drive out before them any of the 
nations which Joshua left when he died, so that through them I may test Israel, 
whether they will keep the ways of the Lord, to walk in them as their fathers kept 
them, or not.” 
 
Israel went through seven cycles of rebelling against God, being overrun by enemy 
nations, being delivered by a God-fearing judge, remaining loyal to God under that 
judge, and then, again forgetting God when the judge died.  
 
We will look a couple of those cycles 
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Briefly cover the steps of the cycle at follows, but focus in on the narrative of how 
God saves Israel through Deborah. 
 Judges 4:1 – the people do evil 
Judges 4:2 – God sets Jabin against them 
Judges 4:3 – the people cry out 
Judges 4:4 –God sends Deborah as judge. 
 
Summary of Deborah’s narrative: 
God had confidence in Debora, too. In Judges 4:6 God told Deborah to tell Barak to 
mobilize the army against Jabin. God didn’t speak directly to Barak, God asked 
Deborah to deliver His message to him. Barak said he wouldn’t go into battle without 
Deborah. Deborah was very brave. It says in verse 9 that she went with Barak into 
battle and in verse 10 it says that she marched with them. As a reminder, in those 
days women didn’t go into battle with the men. Deborah cheered Barak and the army 
on to victory. She said, “Up! F or this is the day in which the Lord h as delivered Sisera 
into your hand. Has not the Lord gone out before you?” Deborah listened carefully to 
God’s instructions and had total confidence in God’s ability to give victory, even in the 
face of death. 
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God used Deborah as a brave leader to deliver the people of Israel. And after the 
victory over Jabin and Sisera, Israel had peace for 40 years.  
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Just like with Deborah, briefly review the cycle, but focus on the narrative. 
 
Judges 6:1 
“And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord. So the Lord delivered them 
into the hand of Midian for seven years.” 
 
Judges 6:6 
“So Israel was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites, and the children of 
Israel cried out to the Lord.” 
 
One day, Gideon was threshing wheat in a wine press.  Threshing was usually done in 
the open, but he was hiding from the Midianites so that they wouldn’t take his crops.  
While he was working, an angel appeared to him.  Gideon was skeptical of the angel.  
Despite God’s promises to go with him and lead him, Gideon kept making excuses.  
Gideon prepares a meal of meat, broth, and unleavened bread.  The angel instructed 
Gideon to set out the food.  Then he struck it with his rod and it was burned up in a 
flame (similarly to how sacrifices were burned). 
 
Soon the enemies were preparing for battle.  Gideon began to assemble the armies,  
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but he continued to ask God’s for signs and proof that God was with him.  To prove it 
this time, he puts some fleece on the floor of the threshing room and says he will 
believe if there is dew on the fleece ,but not the floor in the morning.  God did it.  
This was not enough for Gideon.  He then asked God to do the reverse – wet ground, 
dry fleece.  God did it. 
 
Finally, Gideon was ready.  He had the army assembled.  But then, God told him his 
army was too big.  Gideon sent 22,000 men home, leaving only 10,000.  Then God 
told him there were still too many.  God told Gideon to weed out the remaining by 
taking them to a river to drink.  Those who kneeled and drank directly from the river 
were sent home.  Those who drank by cupping their hands stayed.  Only 300 men 
remained.  God gave Gideon instructions for the battle.  The group was divided into 3.  
Each person had a trumpet, a flame and a clay pot. They were to surround the enemy 
camp on three sides in the darkness. They were to light their torches and hide them 
inside the clay jars. Then when Gideon gave the signal, they were to blow their 
trumpets, break the jars and show their torches and shout, “The sword of the Lord 
and Gideon!” 
 
The Midianites awoke with a start at the sound of the trumpets, the breaking pitchers 
and the shouting. When they saw the flare of torches all around them, they thought a 
huge army had come against them. They were terrified and started fighting each 
other. Many soldiers were killed in their own camp. Gideon’s army simply watched as 
the Midianites fell into panic, confusion, and disorder. Not one of Gideon’s men had 
to draw a sword to defeat the enemy. 
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